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DSS 797 Educational Wargaming: Applied Research Methodologies 
Professor Brooke Taylor – Zoom Only – Thursday 6-9 
This seminar provides an emphasis on and examination to applied research methodologies 
specifically discoverable from educational wargaming techniques. Students will be introduced to 
concepts including but not limited to scenario planning, strategic thinking, foresight, and 
environmental scanning. The foundational premise of this course is enhanced academic rigor in 
the development of critical thinking practices students can apply to their professional field.  
 
DSS 797 Great Powers and Competition: The Politics of Struggle with the West  
Professor Christopher Ford – Zoom/In Residence – Mon 6-9 
The United States has entered a new era of great power competition, confronted by geopolitical 
challenges both from the large strategic rivals of China and Russia and from regional ones such 
as Iran.  All three of those countries are governed by authoritarian ruling regimes that ground 
much of their politics and policy in the idea of claimed grievances against the West. Such 
narratives help drive problematic behavior both because they are used to delegitimize domestic 
opposition and because perceived grievances often encourage assertive, even revisionist behavior 
abroad.  This course will explore the characteristics and behavior of such “grievance regimes” 
and try to draw out lessons for U.S. leaders.  The primary focus of the course will be upon 
Russia, China, and Iran, but for comparison purposes will also look at present-day Turkey and 
India. 
 
DSS 797 Intelligence and War  
Professor John Gentry - Zoom/In Residence – Mon 6-9 
Intelligence long has been a core component of wars. This course will examine the role of 
intelligence in preparing national military strategies and armed forces prior to armed conflicts, 
use of deception to produce surprise attacks that often initiate hostilities, the role of intelligence 
in supporting conventional military operations of states and coalitions, the intelligence activities 
of insurgent and terrorist groups, intelligence-informed counterinsurgency operations of states, 
and the use of intelligence by the United Nations in peace operations. The course will examine 
examples of successful and unsuccessful intelligence support to military operations and national 
war-related policymaking, including case studies of the intelligence activities of many countries 
and non-state actors from World War II to the contemporary role of intelligence in the Russia-
Ukraine war. 
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Newly Offered Course This Fall 
DSS 709 Space Policy and Security  
Professor Elvert Gardner -Zoom/In Residence – Wed 6-9 
This course examines the extent to which space power doctrine, concepts, and operations 
influence national security strategy and international security. It identifies key space policy 
issues facing the United States and places them in the larger context of technological advances 
and a changing international strategic environment. The course will briefly examine the 
historical and policy foundations for the U.S. and international space programs and activities, 
including space policy evolution and international space law and treaties. The course will also 
address strategic choices facing other nations in space capabilities, including continued 
dependence on U.S., European, and Russian space capabilities, developing indigenous space 
programs, and reliance on commercial space capabilities.  
 
 
Returning Course This Fall 
DSS 715 Grand Strategy  
Professor Curtis McGiffin – Internet (Asynchronous) 
This seminar examines the role of grand strategy in international security. Emphasis is placed on 
the nature and role of grand strategy, and the major systemic and domestic factors that influence 
grand strategy. The nature of grand strategy will be introduced historically, and the grand 
strategies of the major world powers prior to and during World Wars I and II, the Cold War, and 
post-Cold War period, will be studied. 
 

 

 

 


